
Local Heroes  
Give Back

 On March 21, JCL co-sponsored a community  
viewing of the film, “My Hero Brother” in conjunction with   
the Mandell JCC Hartford Film Festival. 

 “My Hero Brother” is a beautiful film where siblings, 
one with Down syndrome and one without, must face fears 
and struggles together with love and compassion as they trek 
the Himalayan Mountains in India.

 Denis Geary, panel co-facilitator with Janice  
Rothstein, reassured the group of about 200, “I have no 
intentions of organizing a trek to Mt. Everest.” 

 Anne Broadhurst, Janet Gochberg, Dr. Seth Lapuk, 
and Janice Rothstein shared their life experiences as siblings 
and guardians of JCL residents in response to the film. 

 “At times, Elizabeth pushed me to do things, and other 
times, I supported her in facing life’s challenges. I learned a lot 
about myself through my sister,” mused Janet. 

 From Anne, “I remember Katie saying, ‘I trust you, 
Anne.’ My heart swells whenever she says that. I have always felt 
the same about her. Katie’s life is so full — working and living 
with deep and lasting friends. She has never felt lacking for  
anything at JCL.”

 Thinking about the future, Seth said, “I am extraordi-
narily grateful for JCL. My brother went straight from my 
parent’s house to JCL, and has lived there for 22 years. They 
are the most dedicated staff you can imagine. They recognize 
that residents are people, and that this is home.” 

 “I know families who do not have access to group 
homes. They have no idea what they are going to do for their 
family member in the future.” 

 Janet remembers her mother, Marlene Scharr, working 
to establish JCL, stuffing envelopes, etc.,“Whatever I can do 
to help JCL group homes stay in place, I’ll be there.”

Elizabeth Scharr with panelists Dr. Seth Lapuk, Lee 
Lapuk, Anne Broadhurst, Janice Rothstein, Denis 

Geary and Janet Gochberg at the screening. 

JCL Siblings Share  
Their Stories 

Emily Forman and Marianne Burkey are out in 
20o weather to support the Penguin Plunge for  

the CT Special Olympics — from the shore,  
of course. 

JCL models, in fashionable attire, await their 
time on the runway at this year’s benefit for the  

Mandelll JCC Adult Special Needs Department. 

Josh Dyer (right) was one of this year’s  
survivor honorees, at the Lea’s Foundation  

for Leukemia Valentine’s Day Ball.

 This winter, Josh Dyer, Jaime  
Morris, Emily Forman, Brian Phelps,  
Elizabeth Scharr and other local JCL heroes 
have given their time and support to causes 
important to them. Thanks to your gifts, 
residents are able to give back to the 
community. We appreciate your  
philanthropy and theirs! 


